
 

Science TV and Radio Guide 
Week beginning: 7th October 2013 

 
 
 
What is the programme called? Why is it so good? When is it on? Who will it interest? More information? 
Monday 

 
Discovery: Fracking for 
Shale Gas 

The process of fracking for shale gas is proving 
controversial in the UK and US. Discovery looks 
at the science and concerns behind this energy 
resource. 

Mon 7th Oct, 12:32am , 
BBC World Service or on 
iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★☆ http://bbc.in/177szfW 

 

 Digital Human: Altruism 
Aleks Krotoski looks at the phenomenon of 
online altruism and asks whether altruistic 
behaviour is truly selfless. 

Mon 7th Oct, 4:30pm, 
Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

GCSE and A Level 
Psychologists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/177sF7b 
 

 Africa David Attenborough looks at the unique and 
constantly changing landscape of Africa. 

Mon 7th Oct, 10:50pm, Sat 
12th Oct, 7pm, BBC 4 or on 
iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1f9Uyne 
 

 Discovery: Ashes to Ashes 

The depletion of the Ash tree due to the "ash 
dieback" fungus made national news last year. 
Professor Adam Hart looks at the history of the 
disease and the scientific research into finding a 
cure. 

Mon 7th Oct, 7:32pm, Tues 
8th Oct 9:32am, Sat 12th 
Oct 10:32am, BBC World 
Service or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/19smNpf 
 

 
Shared Planet: Religion and 
Nature 

How does religious belief affect attitudes to 
conserving our natural resources? 

Mon 7th Oct, 9pm, BBC 
Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

Philosophy or Religious 
Studies and Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1bkAJcm 
 

Tuesday 

 

Pain, Pus and Poison: The 
Search for Modern 
Medicine 

A repeat of this great programme in which Dr 
Michael Mosley discovers just what pain is, why 
we want to control it. 

Tues 8th Oct, 10pm, BBC 4 
or on iPlayer 

A Level Scientists 
★★★ http://bbc.in/1bkAvlu 

 

 
The Day I Got My Sight 
Back 

Follow Ian, a 42-year old who has been going 
blind over the last 12 years, as he undergoes a 
series of radical operations in a last attempt to 
restore his sight. 

Tues 8th Oct, 10:35pm - 
England, 11:05pm - NI, 
11:35pm - Scotland, 
12:05pm - Wales, BBC 1 or 
on iPlayer 

Future medics 
★★★ http://bbc.in/19ss7ce 

 

 
The Life Scientific: Wendy 
Hall 

Dame Wendy Hall, Professor of Computer 
Science at the University of Southampton, has 
spent a career at the forefront of developments 
around the web and digital media 

Tues 8th Oct, 9:00am and 
9:30pm, BBC Radio 4 or on 
iPlayer 

GCSE Computer 
Scientist and 
Mathematicians 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/19snHSz 
 

 
Costing the Earth: CSI 
Landfill 

Scientists are interested in extracting the 
metals, plastics, ceramics and minerals that are 
all buried under ground in landfill. Add to that 
the gases from decomposing waste, the results 
are rich pickings for those wishing to recycle and 
reuse our waste. 

Tues 8th Oct, 3:30pm, BBC 
Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

GCSE Scientists 
★★★ http://bbc.in/19so8MF 

 

 Shared Planet: Sharks 
A look at the reasons for the decline in shark 
numbers, including over fishing, and how we can 
change the outcomes for these amazing fish. 

Tues 8th Oct, 11:00am, 
BBC Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/19soAuk 
 

 Science Cafe 
The Girls in Science conference in Cardiff is 
designed to encourage girls and young women 
to take an interest in science. 

Tues 8th Oct, 6:30pm, Sun 
13th Oct, 6:30am, BBC 
Radio Wales or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★☆ http://bbc.in/19sq8V2 

 

Wednesday 

 The Great British Year 
Watch as spring arrives in the British Isles, with 
the changes that it brings to the natural world. 

Wed 9th Oct, 9pm (10:35, 
Wales) and Sun 13th Oct, 
4:50pm, BBC 1 or on 
iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/19srUWh 
 

 It Is Rocket Science A comedy about rocket science. What's not to 
like. It's all true as well. 

Wed 9th Oct, 11:15pm, 
BBC Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/19soOBz 
 

Thursday 

 The Sky at Night 

The team go camping at the Brecon Beacons 
star party and answer problems and queries 
about what to see in the night sky and how to 
use a telescope. 

Thurs 10th Oct, 7:30pm 
and Sat 12th Oct, 9:50pm, 
BBC 4 (Thurs), BBC 1 (Sat) 
or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1bkADRT 
 

 
Horizon: 40 Years on the 
Moon 

Professor Brian Cox takes a look through nearly 
50 years of BBC archive at the story of man's 
relationship with the Moon. 

Thurs 10th Oct, 8pm, BBC 
4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/19srOy4 
 

 

Pain, Pus and Poison: The 
Search for Modern 
Medicine 

In the second episode of this short series, Dr 
Michael Mosley tackles the subject of infection. 

Thurs 10th Oct, 9pm, BBC 
4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/19sse7C 
 

 
After Life: The Strange 
Science of Decay 

Ever wondered what would happen in your own 
home if you were taken away, and everything 
inside was left to rot? Watch this fascinating 
programme to find out. 

Thurs 10th Oct, 10pm, BBC 
4 or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ http://bbc.in/1f9Wix0 

 

www.scienceteachinglibrary.co.uk 

★☆☆ Perhaps 
★★☆ Should be good 
★★★ Don’t miss it! 
 

@ScienceTVRadio 
(follow for reminders) 
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 Inside Science Dr Adam Rutherford and guests on Radio 4's 
flagship science news and views programme. 

Thurs 10th Oct, 4:30pm 
and 9pm, BBC Radio 4 or 
on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ http://bbc.in/19speIe 

 

 Science In Action The week's science news. 
Thurs 10th Oct, 7:32pm, Fri 
11th Oct 9:32am, BBC 
World Service or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★☆ http://bbc.in/19sprLu 

 

Friday 

 The Bloodhound Adventure 

Dr Yan sets primary-aged children a series of 
challenges that explore the science behind the 
exciting Bloodhound project to build the fastest 
car in the world.  

Fri 11th Oct, 4:55am, BBC 
2 or on iPlayer 

Primary Scientists 
★★☆ http://bbc.in/1f9WyMu 

 

 Natural World 

Twenty-five years ago, wildlife cameraman Colin 
Stafford-Johnson visited the monkeys of 
Sulawesi - follow him as he returns to this 
isolated island. 

Fri 11th Oct, 8am, BBC 2 or 
on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/15LkMqD 
 

 Natural World 
David Attenborough tells the story of the longest 
running animal behaviour study - on a group of 
meerkats. 

Fri 11th Oct, 9pm, Sat 12th 
Oct, 7:30pm (8pm, NI), BBC 
2 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1f9XWP7 
 

Saturday 

 South Pacific 

The South Pacific is still relatively healthy and 
teeming with fish, but it is a fragile paradise. 
This episode looks at what is being done to 
preserve the ocean and its wildlife. 

Sat 12th Oct, 3:30pm, BBC 
2 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/120HIN5 
 

 Urban Jungle 
Urban birder David Lindo and actress Alison 
Steadman reveal some of London's secret 
wildlife spots. 

Sat 12th Oct, 4:30pm, BBC 
2 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1f9YjJB 
 

Sunday 

 Naked Scientists 
The Naked Scientists spend time answering 
questions from everyday chemistry to quantum 
physics. 

Sun 13th Oct, 6pm, BBC 
Radio Cambridgeshire or 
on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★☆ http://bbc.in/177tcpS 

 

 
 

Britain's Wild Places 

Documentary telling the unlikely story of a 
banished flock of stoic sheep, deprived of grass 
on their island home, how on earth have they 
managed to survive? 

Sun 13th Oct, 7:50pm, BBC 
4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1f9Yvs9 
 

 How To Build A Supercar 

This extraordinary behind-the-scenes 
documentary shows how Formula One racing 
team McLaren is now building a road car using 
some of their F1 technology. 

Sun 13th Oct, 8pm, BBC 2 
or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ http://bbc.in/1f9YzrR 

 

  

 
 

What you can still get online 
 
What is the programme called? Why is it so good? Where can I see it? Who will it interest? More information? 

 Science Britannica 
Professor Brian Cox guides viewers through 
350 years of British science to reveal what 
science really is. 

on iPlayer Anybody 
★★★ http://bbc.in/1e2tjIa 

 

 In Our Time 

Melvyn Bragg and guests are discussing how  
exoplanets (planets orbiting other stars) are 
discovered, starting with the first one found in 
1992. Techniques such as gravitational micro-
lensing are discussed in fair detail. 

on iPlayer or downloadable 
as a podcast 

A Level Physicists 
★★★ http://bbc.in/1e2tuDi 

 

       

 
Recommended podcasts 

 
What is it called? Why is it so good? Who will it interest? More information?  

 
Science Weekly with Alok Jha 

A whole range of science & technology is explored in this podcast from 
the Guardian. 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans http://bit.ly/YjZzfz 

 

 
Science in Action New developments in science from around the world from the BBC. 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans http://bbc.in/VUMQ7E 

 

 
The Naked Scientists 

A podcast from the live Naked Scientists radio show – laying science 
bare, answering questions and interviewing top scientists 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans http://bit.ly/WdpFnZ 

 

 
How Stuff Works – Stuff You 
Should Know 

A podcast (which isn’t always science but is very good anyway) packed 
with stuff you should know about. 

GCSE & A level 
scientists 

http://bit.ly/Zsz6AW 
 

 
Little Atoms Podcast A podcast from the live Little Atoms talk show. 

http://www.littleatoms.com/ 
Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans 

http://bit.ly/ZAnbPa 
 

 
Lets Talk about Tech A round up of the latest science and technology news from the Radio 5 

Live programme: Saturday Edition 
Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans 

http://bbc.in/19sqKtS 
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