
 

Science TV and Radio Guide 
Week beginning: 9th December 2013 

 
 
What is the programme 
called? 

Why is it so good? When is it on? Who will it 
interest? 

More information? 

Monday 

 The Why Factor 
Mike Williams traces some of the competing theories of 
tears with the help of scientists, psychologists, and a 
historian. 

Mon 9th Dec, 9:32am, , BBC 
World Service or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Psychologists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1btrzYP 
 

 
Riding the Graphene 
Wave 

Find out whether graphene, the 'wonder material', can be 
put to use in a commercial world. 

Mon 9th Dec, 11am, BBC 
Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Chemists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1btsA36 
 

 Expedition Borneo 

Wildlife adventure series following a team of explorers in 
the heart of the tropical island of Borneo - a lost world of 
unexplored jungle protected by a fortress of impenetrable 
mountains. 

Mon 9th - Fri 13th Dec, 
2:45pm (3:15pm Wed, 
Scotland only), BBC 2 or on 
iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1bttJI1 
 

 Orangutan Diaries 
Michaela Strachan and Steve Leonard present a series 
featuring orphaned and rescued orangutans in Borneo.  

Mon 9th - Fri 13th Dec, 
3:15pm (2pm Wed, Scotland 
only), BBC 2 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1bttXPr 
 

 
The Infinite Monkey 
Cage 

Robin and Brian explore the role of mathematics in our 
lives. 

Mon 9th Dec, 4:30pm, Tues 
10th Dec, 11pm, BBC Radio 4 
or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Mathematicians 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1btsEjh 
 

 Discovery 
Quentin Cooper takes a look at the new materials that can 
mend themselves. 

Mon 9 Dec, 8:32pm, Tues 10 
Dec, 9:32am, BBC World 
Service or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Chemists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1btsKHG 
 

 Shared Planet 
Monty Don explores the problems of keeping our coastal 
waters free of toxins. Can we grow food and control disease 
while still protecting wildlife? 

Mon 9th Dec, 9pm, BBC 
Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1btsMzr 
 

 

Peter Higgs: 
Scotland's Nobel 
Winner 

Kenneth Macdonald tells the story of how this modest 84-
year-old became a physics superstar, and speaks to those 
who have awarded the prize. 

Mon 9th Dec, 10pm 
(Scotland), BBC 1 Scotland 
or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/ZHXquL 
 

Tuesday 

 Shared Planet Find out why the recent fashion for eco-tourism is affecting 
the wildlife that the tourists are trying to help. 

Tues 10th Dec, 11am, BBC 
Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1btt2OM 
 

 Science Cafe 
Adam Walton serves up another slice of Welsh science and 
technology. 

Tues 10th Dec, 6:30pm, BBC 
Radio Wales or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1btt4X5 
 

 

Orbit: Earth's 
Extraordinary 
Journey 

Kate Humble and Dr Helen Czerski follow the Earth's voyage 
around the sun for one complete orbit, to witness the 
astonishing consequences this journey has for us all. 

Tues 10th Dec, 8pm, BBC 2 
or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1bturFf 
 

 
Dinosaurs, Myths 
and Monsters  

In an epic story that takes us from Ancient Greece to the 
American Wild West, historian Tom Holland goes on a 
journey of discovery to explore the fascinating ways in 
which our ancestors sought to explain the remains of 
dinosaurs. 

Tues 10th Dec, 11:45pm, 
BBC 4 or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1btunVS 
 

Wednesday 

 
Horizon: Comet of 
the Century 

Find out about Comet ISON, a comet that had been 
travelling towards the sun for ten thousand years. 

Wed 11th Dec, 9am, BBC 2 or 
on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/I94Tlh 
 

 Frontiers Gaia Vince explores putting chemicals in the stratosphere 
to stop solar energy reaching the earth. 

Wed 11th Dec, 9pm, BBC 
Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1bttbBO 
 

Thursday 

 Inside Science 
Dr Adam Rutherford and guests illuminate the mysteries 
and challenge the controversies behind the science that's 
changing our world. 

Thurs 12th Dec, 4:30 and 
9pm, BBC Radio 4 or on 
iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1bttlt6 
 

 Ocean Giants 

Whales and dolphins, like humans, have large brains, are 
quick to learn new behaviours and use a wide range of 
sounds to communicate with others in their society. But 
how close are their minds to ours? 

Thurs 12th Dec, 8pm, BBC 4 
or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/YCbx5P 
 

 Science In Action The BBC brings you all the week's science news. 

Thurs 12th Dec, 8:32pm, Fri 
13th Dec, 9:32pm, Sat 14th 
Dec, 2:32pm, BBC World 
Service or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1bttqNo 
 

 
POP! The Science of 
Bubbles 

Another opportunity to see this fabulous documentary in 
which Physicist Dr Helen Czerski takes us on an amazing 
journey into the science of bubbles. 

Thurs 12th Dec, Midnight, 
BBC 4 or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/Y6RzQg 
 

 
 
 
 

      

www.scienceteachinglibrary.co.uk 

★☆☆ Perhaps 
★★☆ Should be good 
★★★ Don’t miss it! 
 

@ScienceTVRadio 
(follow for reminders) 
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Friday 

 The Why Factor Explore the extraordinary and hidden histories behind 
everyday objects and actions. 

Fri 13th Dec, 8:32pm, Sat 
14th Dec, 11:32am and 
11:32pm, BBC World Service 
or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1bttuwr 
 

 Kangaroo Dundee It is an exciting time at the sanctuary as Brolga discovers 
that one of his kangaroos has had a baby. 

Fri 13th Dec, 8:30pm, BBC 2 
or on iPlayer 

KS3 Scientists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1btvapT 
 

 
Wild Burma: Nature's 
Lost Kingdom 

For the first time in 50 years, wildlife filmmakers and 
scientists venture deep into the impenetrable jungles of 
Burma.  

Fri 13th Dec, 9pm, BBC 2 or 
on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1btvl4B 
 

Saturday 

 Animal Park Stories from Longleat Safari Park with Ben Fogle and Kate 
Humble. 

Sat 14th Dec, 11am, BBC 2 
or on iPlayer 

KS3 Scientists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1btvx3B 
 

 Frozen Planet 

David Attenborough journeys to both polar regions to 
investigate what rising temperatures will mean for the 
people and wildlife that live there and for the rest of the 
planet. 

Sat 14th Dec, 7pm, BBC 4 or 
on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1btvS6s 
 

 
The Science of Dr 
Who 

Professor Brian Cox takes an audience of celebrity guests, 
including Charles Dance and Rufus Hound, and members of 
the public on a journey into the wonderful universe of the 
Doctor, from the lecture hall of the Royal Institution of Great 
Britain.  

Sat 14th Dec, 9:55pm 
(10:35pm Wales), BBC 2 or 
on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/I94NK8 
 

Sunday 

 Naked Scientists The Naked Scientists spend time answering questions from 
everyday chemistry to quantum physics. 

Sun 15th Dec, 6pm, BBC 
Radio Cambridgeshire or on 
iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1bttCfz 
 

 

 
 

What you can still get online 
 
What is the programme called? Why is it so good? Where can I see it? Who will it interest? More information? 

 
Stephen Hawking: A brief 
history of mine. 

Stephen Hawking narrates this documentary 
of his life and work 

On 4OD 
A Level Physicists 
★★★ 

http://bit.ly/1kqh4Xa 
 

 Frontiers: Nitrogen Fixing 
Prof. Andrea Sella explains the Haber process 
and explores some of the alternative ways we 
might make fertilizer. 

On iPlayer 
GCSE and A Level 
Biologist 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/19abfeU  
 

       

Recommended podcasts 
 
What is it called? Why is it so good? Who will it interest? More information?  

 
Science Weekly with Alok Jha 

A whole range of science & technology is explored in this podcast from 
the Guardian. 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans http://bit.ly/YjZzfz 

 

 
Science in Action New developments in science from around the world from the BBC. 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans http://bbc.in/VUMQ7E 

 

 
The Naked Scientists 

A podcast from the live Naked Scientists radio show – laying science 
bare, answering questions and interviewing top scientists 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans http://bit.ly/WdpFnZ 

 

 
How Stuff Works – Stuff You 
Should Know 

A podcast (which isn’t always science but is very good anyway) packed 
with stuff you should know about. 

GCSE & A level 
scientists http://bit.ly/Zsz6AW 

 

 
Little Atoms Podcast 

A podcast from the live Little Atoms talk show. 
http://www.littleatoms.com/ 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans http://bit.ly/ZAnbPa 

 

 
Lets Talk about Tech 

A round up of the latest science and technology news from the Radio 5 
Live programme: Saturday Edition 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans http://bbc.in/19sqKtS 

 
 
 
 

Online Videos  
 
What is it called? Why is it so good? Who will it interest? More information?  

 Minute Earth 

Henry Reich of MinutePhysics fame has produced a new channel 
called Minute Earth about life on earth, including this fascinating video 
about why shelled creatures inhabit certain regions of the oceans and 
what effects CO2 have on the process. 

Any interested people http://bit.ly/19acvid  
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