
 

Science TV and Radio Guide 
Week beginning: 16th December 2013 

 
 
What is the programme 
called? 

Why is it so good? When is it on? Who will it 
interest? 

More information? 

Monday 

 Madagascar Explore the extraordinary flora and fauna of Madagascar. 

Mon 16th - Wed 18th Dec, 
2:45pm (1:30pm Wed, 
Scotland only), BBC 2 or on 
iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1fwxbCw 
 

 
The Infinite Monkey 
Cage 

This week the Monkeys tackle the biodiversity and 
conservation debate. 

Mon 16th Dec, 4:30pm, Tues 
17th Dec, 11pm, BBC Radio 4 
or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1fwyxNv 
 

 Discovery Explorations in the world of science. 
Mon 16th Dec, 8:32pm, TUes 
17th Dec, 9:32am, BBC 
World Service or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1fwyBgm 
 

 Shared Planet 
Explore the effect of eco-tourists on the wildlife they travel 
to see. 

Mon 16th Dec, 9pm, BBC 
Radio 4 or  

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1btt2OM 
 

Tuesday 

 Shared Planet 
If we can no longer hear the natural world, are we possibly 
becoming disconnected from everything around us?  

Tues 17th Dec, 11am, BBC 
Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1fwyLEm 
 

 Science Cafe 
Adam Walton looks back at some of the science highlights 
of 2013, from the rise of the Raspberry Pi to diseases 
affecting trees in Wales. 

Tues 17th Dec, 6:30pm, Sun 
22nd Dec, 6:30am, BBC 
Radio Wales or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1fwyMrO 
 

 

Orbit: Earth's 
Extraordinary 
Journey 

Kate Humble and Dr Helen Czerski follow the Earth's voyage 
around the sun for one complete orbit, to witness the 
astonishing consequences this journey has for us all. 

Tues 17th Dec, 8pm, BBC 4 
or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1fwxddn 
 

Wednesday 

 The Secret Life of Ice 

Dr Gabrielle Walker explores some of the secrets hidden 
deep within the ice crystal to try to discover how something 
so ephemeral has the power to sculpt landscapes, to 
preserve our past and inform our future. 

Wed 18th Dec, 8pm, BBC 4 or 
on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1fwxf5e 
 

 Frontiers 
Linda Geddes meets the scientists who are discovering the 
genetic differences between people who describe 
themselves as larks or owls. 

Wed 18th Dec, 9pm, BBC 
Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1fwyOzX 
 

 
The Year Britain 
Froze 

The science behind why Britain came to a halt during winter 
2010, the coldest year on record  

Wed 18 Dec, 9pm, More4 or 
on 4OD 

Anybody 
★★☆ 

http://bit.ly/1fwzq8L 
 

Thursday 

 
The Truth About 
Lions 

Jonathan Scott investigates the reasons why lions are the 
only cat to live in family groups in the wild. 

Thurs 19th and Fri 20th Dec, 
2:45pm (Thurs not 
Scotland), BBC 2 or on 
iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1fwxixR 
 

 Inside Science 
Dr Adam Rutherford and guests illuminate the mysteries 
and challenge the controversies behind the science that's 
changing our world. 

Thurs 19th Dec, 4:30 and 
9pm, BBC Radio 4 or on 
iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1fwyPUy 
 

 Ocean Giants 
Discover more about nature's great opera singers - the 
whales and dolphins. 

Thurs 19th Dec, 8pm, BBC 4 
or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/ZAjcWX 
 

 Science In Action The BBC brings you all the week's science news. 

Thurs 19th Dec, 8:32pm, Fri 
20th Dec, 9:32am, Sat 21st 
Dec, 2:32pm, BBC World 
Service or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1fwySzI 
 

Friday 

 The Why Factor 
Explore the extraordinary and hidden histories behind 
everyday objects and actions. 

Fri 20th Dec, 8:32pm, Sat 
21st Dec, 11:32am, BBC 
World Service or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1fwyWiW 
 

 

Africa 2013: 
Countdown to the 
Rains 

Kate Humble and Simon King report from Zambia, following 
the lives of the animals living along the Luangwa River at a 
critical time in the seasons. 

Fri 20th Dec, 9:15am, BBC 2 
or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1fwxqgN 
 

Saturday 

 
Horizon: Comet of 
the Century 

Explore the origins of the solar system using the comet 
ISON. 

Sat 21st Dec, 7pm, BBC 4 or 
on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/I94Tlh 
 

Sunday 

 
The Day I Got My 
Sight Back 

Follow Ian, a 42-year old who has been going blind over the 
last 12 years, as he undergoes a series of radical operations 
in a last attempt to restore his sight. 

Sun 22nd Dec, 2:25am (or on 
iPlayer!), BBC 2 or on iPlayer 

Future medics 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/19ss7ce 
 

www.scienceteachinglibrary.co.uk 

★☆☆ Perhaps 
★★☆ Should be good 
★★★ Don’t miss it! 
 

@ScienceTVRadio 
(follow for reminders) 
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 Natural World Dr Ingrid Visser explores why there has been a rise in killer 
whale deaths - by swimming with them. 

Sun 22nd Dec, 7am, BBC 2 or 
on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1fwxEEI 
 

 The Science Hour Science news and highlights of the week. Sun 22nd Dec, 2:06pm, BBC 
World Service or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1fwyW2D 
 

 Snow Babies 
Caroline Quentin narrates this heart-warming tale of a 
special group of baby animals born in some of the coldest 
and harshest places on Earth. 

Sun 22nd Dec, 3:35pm, BBC 
1 or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1fwyt04 
 

 Naked Scientists The Naked Scientists spend time answering questions from 
everyday chemistry to quantum physics. 

Sun 22nd Dec, 6pm, BBC 
Radio Cambridgeshire or on 
iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1fwyZLJ 
 

 

 
What you can still get online 

 
What is the programme called? Why is it so good? Where can I see it? Who will it interest? More information? 

 
POP! The Science of 
Bubbles 

Another opportunity to see this fabulous 
documentary in which Physicist Dr Helen 
Czerski takes us on an amazing journey into 
the science of bubbles. 

on iPlayer 
Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/Y6RzQg 
 

 The Science of Dr Who 

Professor Brian Cox takes an audience of 
celebrity guests, including Charles Dance and 
Rufus Hound, and members of the public on a 
journey into the wonderful universe of the 
Doctor, from the lecture hall of the Royal 
Institution of Great Britain.  

on iPlayer 
Anybody 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/I94NK8 
 

 Frontiers 
Gaia Vince explores putting chemicals in the 
stratosphere to stop solar energy reaching the 
earth. 

on iPlayer 
A Level Scientists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1bttbBO 
 

       

Recommended podcasts 
 
What is it called? Why is it so good? Who will it interest? More information?  

 
Science Weekly with Alok Jha A whole range of science & technology is explored in this podcast from 

the Guardian. 
Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans 

http://bit.ly/YjZzfz 
 

 
Science in Action New developments in science from around the world from the BBC. Any enthusiastic 

podcast fans 
http://bbc.in/VUMQ7E 

 

 
The Naked Scientists A podcast from the live Naked Scientists radio show – laying science 

bare, answering questions and interviewing top scientists 
Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans 

http://bit.ly/WdpFnZ 
 

 
How Stuff Works – Stuff You 
Should Know 

A podcast (which isn’t always science but is very good anyway) packed 
with stuff you should know about. 

GCSE & A level 
scientists http://bit.ly/Zsz6AW 

 

 
Little Atoms Podcast 

A podcast from the live Little Atoms talk show. 
http://www.littleatoms.com/ 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans http://bit.ly/ZAnbPa 

 

 
Lets Talk about Tech 

A round up of the latest science and technology news from the Radio 5 
Live programme: Saturday Edition 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans http://bbc.in/19sqKtS 

 
 
 
 

Online Videos  
 
What is it called? Why is it so good? Who will it interest? More information?  

 
The Twelve Explosions of 
Christmas Have you read the title? 

Chemists and 
pyromaniacs http://bit.ly/1fwCYIe 

 

 
Chromosome: Ri Advent 
Calendar 2013 A journey through the human genome in 24 short films. Biologists http://bit.ly/1fwD9mU 

 

 The Earth and Moon Dance  

A recent fly past by the Juno spacecraft on its way to Jupiter captured 
footage of the moon orbiting the earth. I think it’s still amazing to think 
we have cameras flying around out there to view the mechanics of our 
solar system. 

Anyone interested in 
space. http://slate.me/1fwDXbj  
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