
 

Science TV and Radio Guide 
Week beginning: 27th January 2014 

 
 
What is the programme 
called? 

Why is it so good? When is it on? Who will it 
interest? 

More information? 

Monday 

 Science In Action 

The European Space Agency celebrated success this week 
when they got the signal from the Rosetta probe to show it 
had woken from its 3 year sleep to prepare for its approach 
to a distant comet.  

Mon 27 Jan, 4:32am, BBC 
World Service or on iPlayer 

Astronomers 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1kMWp5a 
 

 The Why Factor Why does homosexuality exist? Is it nature or nurture and 
what evolutionary advantages does it bring? 

Mon 27 Jan, 9:32am, BBC 
World Service or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1kMWE0j 
 

 
The Secret Life of 
Elephants 

Documentary series revealing the emotional and dramatic 
lives of elephants in Kenya's Samburu reserve. 

Mon 27 Jan, Tue 28, 4:15pm, 
Wed 29 4:10pm, BBC 2 or on 
iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1hBFSM2 
 

 Elephant Diaries 
Wildlife series following the lives of a group of orphaned 
African bush elephants at a sanctuary in Kenya as they face 
some of the biggest challenges of their lives. 

Mon 27 Jan, 7pm, BBC 2 or 
on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/18ikyX2 
 

 
Discovery: Fixing 
Nitrogen 

Chemist Andrea Sella explores the Haber-Bosch process 
that produces nitrogen that we use to fertilise our crops. 
Are there more efficient ways of making fertiliser? 

Mon 27 Jan, 8:32pm, Tue 28 
Jan 9:32am, Sat 1 Feb, 
4:32am, BBC World Service 
or on iPlayer 

GCSE and A 
Level Chemists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/LaAftD 
 

 
Around the world in 
60 minute 

David Morrisey narrates this amazing trip around our blue 
planet.  

Mon 27 Jan, 9pm, BBC 4 or 
on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1hBGFwC 
 

 
Shared Planet: The 
Medicinal Planet 

Explore the history of medicine through plants, and discover 
why conserving plant habitats may be vital for the 
development of medicine. 

Mon 27 Jan, 9pm, BBC Radio 
4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1kMVXE3 
 

Tuesday 

 
Shared Planet: 
Ocean Governance 

The planet is 70% ocean, and yet so much is un-governed. 
Who is responsible for looking after the life in the oceans? 

Tue 28 Jan, 11am, BBC 
Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1hBHd5C 
 

 The Human Zoo 
The Human Zoo is a place to learn about the one subject 
that never fails to fascinate - ourselves. 

Tues 28 Jan, 3:30pm, BBC 
Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1hBK8eu 
 

 Science Cafe 
Adam Walton serves up another slice of Welsh science and 
technology. 

Tue 28 Jan, 6:30pm, BBC 
Radio Wales or on iPlayer 

GCSE Scientists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1hBKoKD 
 

 

Nature's 
Microworlds: The 
Galapagos 

The Galapagos archipelago is famous for its flora and 
fauna, not least because Darwin spent so much formative 
time there. Explore the habitat that has fostered so much 
adaptation.  

Tue 28 Jan, 7:30pm, BBC 4 
or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1adZUtM 
 

 
Inside the Animal 
Mind 

Chris Packham seeks to show us what it would be like if we 
experienced the world as one of our animal cousins - this 
week the dog's amazing sense of smell. 

Tue 28 Jan, 9pm (8pm 
Scotland), Wed 29 Jan 
11:20pm (12:20am 
Scotland), BBC 2 or on 
iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1hBLy8Q 
 

 
Wild China: Shangri-
La 

Documentary featuring pioneering images that capture the 
dazzling array of mysterious and wonderful creatures that 
live in China's most beautiful landscapes. 

Tue 28 Jan, 10pm, BBC 4 or 
on iPlayer 

Geographers 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1kMZB0B 
 

 
Explosions: How we 
shook the world 

From Chinese fireworks to atom splitting. Jem Stansfield 
explores the science of explosions. 

Tue 28 Jan, 11pm, BBC 4 or 
on iPlayer 

GCSE Scientists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/Y702r1 
 

Wednesday 

 
Heart vs Mind: What 
makes us human 

Is our heart just a pump or is it a much more defining organ 
in our body than we give it credit? Historically it has always 
been seen that way. 

Wed 29 Jan, 1am, BBC 4 or 
on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1jzaIZM 
 

 
Absolute Genius with 
Dick and Dom 

This week the team report on the work of Alexander 
Fleming, the scientist who discovered penicillin. 

Wed 29 Jan, 5:30pm, CBBC 
or on iPlayer 

Primary 
Scientists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1cJdWkS 
 

 Horizon: Sugar v Fat Twin doctors test a high sugar and a high fat diet on 
themselves. The results are shocking. 

Wed 29 Jan, 9pm, Thu 30 
Jan, 8:20pm (8:50pm Wales), 
BBC 2 or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1jzbLZq 
 

Thursday 

 Inside Science 
Dr Adam Rutherford and guests illuminate the mysteries 
and challenge the controversies behind the science that's 
changing our world. 

Thu 30 Jan, 4:30pm and 
9pm, BBC Radio 4 or on 
iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1jz8TMo 
 

 
Lost Land of the 
Tiger 

Steve Backshall and his sniffer dog go searching for tigers 
in the Himalayan Kingdom of Bhutan 

Thu 30 Jan, 4:15pm (4:10pm 
Scotland), BBC 1 or on 
iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1jzc7zq 
 

 
       

www.scienceteachinglibrary.co.uk 

★☆☆ Perhaps 
★★☆ Should be good 
★★★ Don’t miss it! 
 

@ScienceTVRadio 
(follow for reminders) 
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Thursday 

 
Hidden Kingdoms: 
Urban Jungle 

The last in this series of films. This time a marmoset makes 
its home in the city of Rio and a Rhinoceros beetle tries to 
find a safe haven in Tokyo. 

Thu 30 Jan, 8pm, BBC 1 or 
on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1jzcAS7 
 

 Science In Action The BBC brings you all the week's science news. 
Thurs 30 Jan, 8:32pm, Fri 31 
Jan, 9:32am, BBC World 
Service or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1jz9762 
 

 

Easter Island: 
Mysteries of a Lost 
World 

What happened to the inhabitants of Easter Island. 
Archeologist Dr Jago Cooper examines the latest scientific 
and archaeological evidence to reveal a compelling new 
narrative, one that sees the famous statues as only part of a 
complex culture that thrived in isolation. 

Thu 30 Jan, 9pm, BBC 4 or 
on iPlayer 

Archaeologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1jzdhek 
 

Friday 

 The Why Factor Why do humans feel the need to touch one another? 
Fri 31 Jan, 8:32pm, Sat 1 
Feb, 2:32pm, BBC World 
Service or on iPlayer 

GGSE Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1jz9kGl 
 

 

Natural World: 
Vultures: Beauty and 
the Beast 

Vultures have a rough press, so naturalist Charlie Hamilton 
James aims to show us the beauty and intelligence of these 
amazing birds. 

Fri 31 Jan, 9pm (9:30pm 
Wales), Sat 1 Feb, 7pm 
(Scotland), BBC 2 or on 
iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1jzdRIV 
 

Saturday 

 
Life on Earth: Victors 
of the Dry Land 

Attenborough's famous series turns its attention to the first 
vertebrates to walk on land, the reptiles 

Sat 1 Feb, 9:10am, BBC 2 or 
on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1jzedPF 
 

 
Life on Earth: Lords 
of the Air 

Attenborough's famous series turns its attention to the 
development that lead to bird flight: the feather. 

Sat 1 Feb, 10:05am, BBC 2 or 
on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1jzeJgO 
 

 Wild China: Tibet 
Explore the remote plateaus of Tibet with its hardy habitat 
and glaciers and mountains. 

Sat 1 Feb, 7pm, BBC 4 or on 
iPlayer 

Geographers 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1jzf3vQ 
 

 Pain, Pus and Poison 
Dr Michael Mosley explores our earliest attempts to tackle 
infection and reveals the moment we began to harness the 
power of microbes to fight back. 

Sat 1 Feb, 8pm, BBC 4 or on 
iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/19sse7C 
 

Sunday 

 The Living World 

12 years after a new colony of grey seals set up home on 
the spit of land at Blakeney Point, Trai Anfield goes to find 
out how they're coping with storm surges and the trials of 
life on the British coast. 

Sun 2 Feb, 6:35am, BBC 
Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

GGSE Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1jz9EoL 
 

 The Science Hour Catch up with the week's top science stories on the BBC. 
Sun 2 Feb, 2:06pm, BBC 
World Service or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1jza1j0 
 

 Naked Scientists Answering questions from everyday chemistry to quantum 
physics. 

Sun 2 Feb, 6pm, BBC Radio 
Cambridgeshire or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1jzabae 
 

 

Staying Bright: A 
century of stainless 
steel 

Stainless steel, a century on. How was it discovered and 
how is it used? 

Sun 2 Feb, 6:45pm, BBC 
Radio 3 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Chemists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/111gQ0s 
 

 

 
Recommended podcasts 

 
What is it called? Why is it so good? Who will it interest? More information?  

 
Science Weekly with Alok Jha A whole range of science & technology is explored in this podcast from 

the Guardian. 
Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans 

http://bit.ly/YjZzfz 
 

 
Science in Action New developments in science from around the world from the BBC. Any enthusiastic 

podcast fans http://bbc.in/VUMQ7E 
 

 
The Naked Scientists 

A podcast from the live Naked Scientists radio show – laying science 
bare, answering questions and interviewing top scientists 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans http://bit.ly/WdpFnZ 

 

 
How Stuff Works – Stuff You 
Should Know 

A podcast (which isn’t always science but is very good anyway) packed 
with stuff you should know about. 

GCSE & A level 
scientists 

http://bit.ly/Zsz6AW 
 

 
Little Atoms Podcast 

A podcast from the live Little Atoms talk show. 
http://www.littleatoms.com/ 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans http://bit.ly/ZAnbPa 

 

 
Lets Talk about Tech A round up of the latest science and technology news from the Radio 5 

Live programme: Saturday Edition 
Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans 

http://bbc.in/19sqKtS 
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