
 

Science TV and Radio Guide 
Week beginning: 20th October 2014 

 
What is the programme 
called? 

Why is it so good? When is it on? Who will it 
interest? 

More information? 

Monday 

 

Hidden Histories 
of the Information 
Age 

Aleks Krotoski explores technological innovations and 
cultural events from the age of communication. 

Mon 20th - Fri 24th Oct, 
1:45pm, BBC Radio 4 or on 
iPlayer 

Computer 
Scientists  
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1zgfhAQ 

 

 Digital Human 

Aleks Krotoski explores the idea of language as a 
technology itself and how people over the years have 
attempted to improve it; re-engineer it for maximum 
efficiency, or use it as a lever of social change. 

Mon 20th Oct, 4:30pm, BBC 
Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Linguists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1zgfm7C 

 

 
My Date with 
Death 

Dr Jones must decide whether he wants to know the 
information revealed by having his genome sequenced. 

Mon 20th Oct, 6:30pm, BBC 
Radio Wales or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1zgfmV9 

 

 Discovery 
Originally broadcast on Radio 4, this is another 
opportunity to hear Prof Brian Cox discuss his life in 
physics (and boyband fame) with Prof Jim Al-Khalili 

Mon 20th Oct, 7:32pm, Tues 
21st Oct, 9:32am, BBC World 
Service or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1zgfsMu 

 

 
Jet! When Britain 
ruled the skies 

An introduction to the years of the jet engine, featuring 
the military marvels of the 20th century skies. 

Mon 20th Oct, 8pm, BBC 4 or 
on iPlayer 

Future 
aeronautical 
engineers ★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1zgegZA 

 
Tuesday 

 The Life Scientific 
Maggie Boden is a world authority in the field of artificial 
intelligence - straddling multiple academic subjects, 
helping to create brand new disciplines along the way. 

Tues 21st Oct, 9am & 9:30pm, 
BBC Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1zgfxzO 

 

 Shared Planet 
Shared Planet looks at how conflicts between humans 
and animals can be resolved. 

Tues 21st Oct, 11am, BBC 
Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1zgfHHv 

 

 Costing the Earth 

Tom Heap meets Darren Reynolds, a health and 
environment professor, who has developed a mini 
treatment plant that can turn dirty water into clean 
drinkable water. 

Tues 21st Oct, 3:30pm, Wed 
22nd Oct, 9pm, BBC Radio 4 or 
on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1zgfOmo 

 

 Science Cafe 

Jeremy Grange visits Bangor University's School of 
Biological Sciences to explore their work on the evolution 
of venoms and comes face to face with venomous 
snakes. 

Tues 21st Oct, 6:30pm, BBC 
Radio Wales or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1zgfN1V 

 

 Human Universe 
Brian Cox explores the ingredients needed for an 
intelligent civilisation to evolve in the universe. 

Tues 21st Oct, 9pm, Sun 26th 
Oct, 5pm Wales, 6pm England 
& NI, BBC 2 or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1zgejEM 

 

 
Wonders of the 
Monsoon 

During the part of the year that the monsoon doesn't 
bring rain, the winds reverse, bringing instead dry air and 
even drought to large parts of the region. 

Tues 21st Oct, 11:20pm 
(11:50pm Scotland), BBC 2 or 
on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1D3boxz 

 
Wednesday 

 
The Wonder of 
Animals 

Chris Packham delves beneath a snake's skin to discover 
what has made them some of the most successful 
predators on earth. 

Wed 22nd Oct, 8:30pm, BBC 4 
or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1zgewI7 

 

 Natural World 
Jeff Turner spends a year with Storm and his wolf family, 
learning how they survive in this harsh wilderness. 

Wed 22nd Oct, 9pm, BBC 4 or 
on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1zgeyj3 

 
Thursday 

 Inside Science 
Dr Lucie Green investigates the news in science and 
science in the news. 

Thus 23rd Oct, 4:30 & 9pm, 
BBC Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1zgfROW 

 

 Science In Action The BBC brings you all the week's science news. 
Thurs 23rd Oct, 7:32pm, Fri 
24th Oct, 9:32am, BBC World 
Service or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1zgfW5s 

 

 Life Story 

David Attenborough brings us the universal story that 
unites each of us with every animal on the planet, the 
story of the greatest of all adventures - the journey 
through life. 

Thurs 23rd Oct, 9pm, Sun 26th 
Oct, 4:55pm, BBC 1 or on 
iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1zgeAHM 

 

Friday 

 
Plants: from roots 
to riches 

Kathy Willis examines how the complete picture of 
photosynthesis led to new opportunities to manipulate 
plant growth. 

Fri 24th Oct, 9pm, BBC Radio 4 
or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1zgfZhD 

 

       

www.scienceteachinglibrary.co.uk 

★☆☆ Perhaps 
★★☆ Should be good 
★★★ Don’t miss it! 
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Saturday 

 5 Live Science 
The Naked Scientists have taken to 5 Live to bring us 
science news, views and breakthroughs. 

Sat 25th Oct, 5am, Sun 26th 
Oct, 8pm, BBC Radio 5 Live or 
on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1zgg0C0 

 

 The Trials of Life 
David Attenborough looks at the many and varied ways 
that animals ensure their genes are passed on to the next 
generation. 

Sat 25th Oct, 9am, BBC 2 or on 
iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1zgeFeC 

 

 
The Private Life of 
Plants 

David Attenborough documentary series exploring the 
life cycle of plants. 

Sat 25th Oct, 9:50am & 
10:40am (12:20 & 1:10pm 
Wales), BBC 2 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1zgeS1s 

 

 
Land of the Lost 
Wolves 

At a time when wildlife is disappearing across the planet, 
one animal is making a comeback - the wolf. 

Sat 25th Oct, 7pm, BBC 4 or on 
iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1zgeTSM 

 
Sunday 

 
Talk to the 
Animals 

Lucy Cooke is a zoologist and animal explorer on a 
worldwide quest to crack the animal code. 

Sun 26th Oct, 3pm, BBC 1 or 
on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1zgeUWV 

 

 
Inside the Animal's 
Mind 

Combining jaw-dropping demonstrations of animals' 
abilities with revealing photography, Chris Packham 
travels the world to uncover the secrets of the animal 
mind. 

Sun 26th Oct, 6pm (5pm 
Wales), BBC 2 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1jW3z5W 

 

 
Wonders of the 
Monsoon 

Between Australia and Asia, sit thousands of rain-
drenched tropical islands, many pocked with volcanoes 
and each a strange, unique world of wonderful life. 

Sun 26th Oct, 8pm, BBC 2 or 
on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1zgf0hr 

 

 Naked Scientists 
The Naked Scientists spend time answering questions 
from everyday chemistry to quantum physics. 

Sun 26th Oct, 6pm, BBC Radio 
Cambridgeshire or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1zgg4BI 

 

 
Recommended podcasts 

 
What is it called? Why is it so good? Who will it interest? More information?  

 
Science Weekly with Alok Jha A whole range of science & technology is explored in this podcast from 

the Guardian. 
Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans http://bit.ly/YjZzfz 

 

 
Science in Action New developments in science from around the world from the BBC. 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans http://bbc.in/VUMQ7E 

 

 
The Naked Scientists A podcast from the live Naked Scientists radio show – laying science 

bare, answering questions and interviewing top scientists 
Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans 

http://bit.ly/WdpFnZ 
 

 
How Stuff Works – Stuff You 
Should Know 

A podcast (which isn’t always science but is very good anyway) packed 
with stuff you should know about. 

GCSE & A level 
scientists http://bit.ly/Zsz6AW 

 

 
Hello Internet FM 

A podcast from two Youtubers – Brady Haran producer of Periodic 
Videos, Numberphile etc and CGPGrey. They talk about everything 
from education to science to movies to email etiquette. Brilliant. 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans 

http://bit.ly/1yloN59 
 

 
Let’s Talk about Tech A round up of the latest science and technology news from the Radio 5 

Live programme: Saturday Edition 
Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans 

http://bbc.in/19sqKtS 
 

 
Plants: From Roots to Riches 

A brief history of botanical science and our changing relationship with 
plants, drawing upon the archive collections and scientific research at 
the Royal Botanical Gardens Kew. (25 episodes and growing) 

GCSE and A Level 
biologists http://bbc.in/1tDgpvY 
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