
 

Science TV and Radio Guide 
Week beginning: 12th January 2015 

 
What is the programme 
called? 

Why is it so good? When is it on? Who will it 
interest? 

More information? 

Monday 

 

A History Of Ideas: 
How Did 
Everything Begin? 

Melvyn Bragg introduces a series of 5 short programmes 
over the course of the week discussing the origin of the 
universe and life. The ideas covered are scientific, 
philosophical as well as religious. 

Mon 12th - Fri 16th January, 
12:04pm, BBC Radio 4 or on 
iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★☆ http://bbc.in/1IDg9yS 

 

 Brainwaves 
Astrophysicist Dame Jocelyn Bell Burnell in discussion 
with Pennie Latin on pulsars, black holes, gender and 
Nobel prizes. 

Mon 12th January, 1:32pm, 
BBC Radio Scotland or on 
iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/14M36xW 

 

 Shared Planet 

The Future of Corals. As our climate warms, so too do the 
oceans and corals are highly sensitive to changes in 
temperature. The increasing level of CO2 in our 
atmosphere means more is dissolved in seawater, 
making our oceans ever more acidic and hindering their 
ability to build their structures. 

Mon 12th January, 9pm, BBC 
Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★☆ http://bbc.in/1rLdXD2 

 

 Discovery 
Discovery explores the science and ideas behind why we 
gossip. 

Mon 12th January, 7:32pm, 
BBC World Service or on 
iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★☆ http://bbc.in/1Igtpex 

 

 

What's The Right 
Diet For You? A 
Horizon Special 

A 3 part Horizon special following a study of 75 dieters 
split into 3 groups. Each group is put on a specific diet 
that is tailored to counteract the main reason they put on 
weight. Will this new approach to dieting be more 
effective? 

Mon 12th - Wed 14th January, 
9pm, BBC 2 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1Ig77JS 
 

Tuesday 

 

The Hunt for the 
Higgs: A Horizon 
Special 

Jim Al-Khalili visits CERN to report on the search for the 
Higgs boson. He also explains the ideas behind 
supersymmetry. 

Tuesday 13th January, 
12:15am, BBC 4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1Ig88BB 

 

 
Shared Planet 

The world has lost so much wildlife some 
conservationists think half the earth should be set aside 
for nature to ensure the world can continue to provide all 
the services we need. 

Tues 13th January, 11am, BBC 
Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1IDg7qS 
 

 

The Inquiry: 
Should we fear 
artificial 
intelligence? 

Scientists like Stephen Hawking have warned that full AI 
could spell the end of the human race. How seriously 
should we take the warnings? 

Tues 13th January, 1:05pm, 
BBC World Service or on 
iPlayer 

Computer 
Scientists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/14M38G9 
 

 
The Human Zoo 

Decline. What's the psychology of thinking that things 
get worse? 

Tues 13th January, 3:30pm, 
BBC Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

Psychologists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1Igtmzb 

 

 
Science Cafe More Welsh science news from Adam Walton. 

Tues 13th January, 6:30pm, 
BBC Radio Wales or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1IgtpuZ 

 

 
Natures Weirdest 
Events 

Chris Packham investigates some of the weirdest goings-
on in the natural world. 

Tues 13th - Thur 15th January, 
8pm, BBC 2 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1Igtn6j 

 
Wednesday 

 
The Truth About 
Exercise 

A repeat of Michael Mosley's look into the research that 
suggests that short bursts of high intensity exercise 
could benefit many of us. 

Wed 14th January, 12am, BBC 
4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1IDg7qB 
 

Thursday 

 
Horizon: Seeing 
Stars 

This film follows the men and women who are pushing 
the limits of science and engineering in some of the most 
extreme environments on earth. 

Thur 15th January, 12am, BBC 
4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1eKiHyu 
 

 
Inside Science 

Adam Rutherford investigates the news in science and 
science in the news. 

Thur 15th January, 4:30pm 
and 9pm, BBC Radio 4 or on 
iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1IgtlLV 
 

 
The Sky At Night 

Jim, Maggie and Chris look at the technology and 
physics that is allowing us to model the Milky Way in 
ever more detail. 

Thur 15th January, 7:30pm, 
BBC 4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1rLa5lm 
 

 
Science in Action The week's science news from the BBC World Service 

Thur 15th January, 7:32pm, 
BBC World Service or on 
iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1IDg9im 

 

       

www.scienceteachinglibrary.co.uk 

★☆☆ Perhaps 
★★☆ Should be good 
★★★ Don’t miss it! 
 

@ScienceTVRadio 
(follow for reminders) 

http://bbc.in/1IDg9yS
http://bbc.in/14M36xW
http://bbc.in/1rLdXD2
http://bbc.in/1Igtpex
http://bbc.in/1Ig77JS
http://bbc.in/1Ig88BB
http://bbc.in/1IDg7qS
http://bbc.in/14M38G9
http://bbc.in/1Igtmzb
http://bbc.in/1IgtpuZ
http://bbc.in/1Igtn6j
http://bbc.in/1IDg7qB
http://bbc.in/1eKiHyu
http://bbc.in/1IgtlLV
http://bbc.in/1rLa5lm
http://bbc.in/1IDg9im
http://bbc.in/1IDg9yS
http://bbc.in/14M36xW
http://bbc.in/1rLdXD2
http://bbc.in/1Igtpex
http://bbc.in/1Ig77JS
http://bbc.in/1Ig88BB
http://bbc.in/1IDg7qS
http://bbc.in/14M38G9
http://bbc.in/1Igtmzb
http://bbc.in/1IgtpuZ
http://bbc.in/1Igtn6j
http://bbc.in/1IDg7qB
http://bbc.in/1eKiHyu
http://bbc.in/1IgtlLV
http://bbc.in/1rLa5lm
http://bbc.in/1IDg9im


 

       
Friday 

 
Horizon: The Hunt 
for AI 

Marcus Du Sautoy wants to find out how close we are to 
creating machines that can think like us: robots or 
computers that have artificial intelligence. 

Fri 16th January, 12am, BBC 4 
or on iPlayer 

Computer 
Scientists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/14M35Ku 
 

 

Aithne air 
Ainmhidhean/All 
about Animals 

A Welsh language programme looking at animals in their 
habitats - this episode follows a young dolphin in her 
pod, and sees how she communicates and learns to 
survive in the ocean. 

Fri 16th January, 6:10pm, BBC 
Alba or on iPlayer 

KS3 Scientists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1IDg7Hk 
 

Saturday 

 
5 Live Science 

An hour of science brought to you by the Naked 
Scientists. 

Sat 17th January, 5am, BBC 
Radio 5 Live or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1IDg7qF 

 

 
British Isles: A 
natural history 

A series from 2004 exploring the natural history of the 
British Isles. This episode shows us what it was like to be 
in Britain during the last Ice Age. 

Sat 17th January, 11:10am, 
BBC 2 or on iPlayer 

Geographers and 
Geologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1IgtnDr 

 

 
The Why Factor 

The extraordinary and hidden histories behind everyday 
objects and actions 

Sat 17th January, 2:32pm, 
BBC World Service or on 
iPlayer 

Anybody 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/14M349h 

 

 
Lost Land of the 
Volcano 

On the remote island of New Guinea, Steve Backshall and 
team explore uncharted flora and fauna in the last of this 
series. 

Sat 17th January, 7pm, BBC 4 
or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1kMZouw 

 

 

Everyday Miracles: 
The Genius of 
Sofas, Stockings 
and Scanners 

Mark Miodownik shows how materials have allowed us to 
explore our world around us. 

Sat 17th January, 8pm, BBC 4 
or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1IDg91T 
 

Sunday 

 
TED Radio Hour: 
Why We Fear 

Guy Raz investigates what it means to be afraid - in 
conversation with astronaut Chris Hadfield. 

Sun 18th January, 11am, BBC 
Radio 4 Extra or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1IDg7qO 
 

 
The Science Hour Science news and highlights of the week 

Sun 18th January, 2:05pm, 
BBC World Service or on 
iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1Igtlvp 
 

 
Naked Scientists 

Answering questions from everyday chemistry to 
quantum physics. 

Sun 18th January, 6pm, BBC 
Radio Cambridgeshire or on 
iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/14M33Cq 
 

 

Pick of Last Week 
 
What is the programme 
called? 

Why is it so good? When was it on? Who will it 
interest? 

More information? 

 
Self Orbits Cern 

A 5 part foray into the philosophical frustrations of Will 
Self as he grapples the whys and wherefores of the 
humanities largest scientific endeavour. 

Podcast or on iPlayer 
Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1DNSXNC 

http://bbc.in/14M34Gy  

 

Recommended podcasts 
 
What is it called? Why is it so good? Who will it interest? More information?  

 
Science Weekly with Alok Jha A whole range of science & technology is explored in this podcast from 

the Guardian. 
Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans 

http://bit.ly/YjZzfz 
 

 
Science in Action New developments in science from around the world from the BBC. 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans 

http://bbc.in/VUMQ7E 
 

 
The Naked Scientists 

A podcast from the live Naked Scientists radio show – laying science 
bare, answering questions and interviewing top scientists 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans http://bit.ly/WdpFnZ 

 

 
How Stuff Works – Stuff You 
Should Know 

A podcast (which isn’t always science but is very good anyway) packed 
with stuff you should know about. 

GCSE & A level 
scientists 

http://bit.ly/Zsz6AW 
 

 
Hello Internet FM 

A podcast from two Youtubers – Brady Haran, producer of Periodic 
Videos, Numberphile etc and CGPGrey. They talk about everything 
from education to science to movies to email etiquette. Brilliant. 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans http://bit.ly/1yloN59 

 

 
Let’s Talk about Tech 

A round up of the latest science and technology news from the Radio 5 
Live programme: Saturday Edition 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans http://bbc.in/19sqKtS 

 

 
Plants: From Roots to Riches 

A brief history of botanical science and our changing relationship with 
plants, drawing upon the archive collections and scientific research at 
the Royal Botanical Gardens Kew. (25 episodes and growing) 

GCSE and A Level 
biologists http://bbc.in/1tDgpvY 
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