
 

Science TV and Radio Guide 
Week beginning: 19th January 2015 

 
What is the programme 
called? 

Why is it so good? When is it on? Who will it 
interest? 

More information? 

Monday 

 The Food Chain This week, we hear how an ability to drink milk forged the 
course of our evolution. 

Mon 19th Jan, 1:32pm, BBC 
World Service or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1wgAByH 

 

 
The Infinite 
Monkey Cage 

The Infinite Monkeys are back for a new six-part series. 
Today they discuss the science of deception. 

Mon 12th Jan, 4:30pm, BBC 
Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1xaZMnQ 

 

 The Conversation The UAE's first female surgeon and the Polish face 
transplant specialist share experiences. 

Mon 19th Jan, 4:32pm & 
8:32pm, BBC World Service or 
on iPlayer 

Future medics 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1BcJbX7 

 

 Shared Planet 

In a special programme from the Natural History 
Museum in London Monty Don and a panel of experts 
discuss whether the suggestion that half the earth's land 
should be given over to nature. 

Mon 19th Jan, 9pm, BBC 
Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1IDg7qS 

 

 Winterwatch 
A repeat of last week's episode of WinterWatch - see 
Episode 2 tomorrow. 

Monday 19th January, 9pm, 
BBC 2 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/17UmevJ 

 

 Into the Volcano Kate Humble explores active volcanos - repeated from 
two weeks ago. 

Mon 19th (eps 1) Tues 20th 
(esp 2) January, 11:20pm, 
(11:50pm Scotland), BBC 2 or 
on iPlayer 

Geographers and 
Geologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1BiwKca 

 

Tuesday 

 
Horizon: Playing 
God 

Adam Rutherford is looking at the new field of synthetic 
biology, which splices natural adaptations to form new 
useful forms of life. 

Tuesday 20th January, 
12:20am, BBC 4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1BiwI41 

 

 Shared Planet A panel of experts from different disciplines choose an 
object they feel represents our relationship with nature. 

Tues 20th Jan, 11am, BBC 
Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1xaZKwc 

 

 The Human Zoo The Human Zoo is a place to learn about the one subject 
that never fails to fascinate - ourselves. 

Tues 20th Jan, 3:30pm, BBC 
Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Psychologists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1xaZM78 

 

 Science Cafe Adam Walton serves up another slice of Welsh science 
and technology. 

Tues 20th Jan, 6:30pm, BBC 
Radio Wales or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1BcJ9yq 

 

 Winterwatch 
An up close and personal look at wildlife in winter across 
the UK (but focussing on the Highlands) 

Tuesday 20th January, 8pm, 
BBC 2 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/17Umivr 

 
Wednesday 

 
Horizon: How 
violent are you? 

An older episode of Horizon in which Michael Portillo 
explores the darker side of human nature. 

Wednesday 21st January, 
12am, BBC 4 or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/17UmcUD 

 

 
Voyager: To the 
Final Frontier 

Another chance to see this documentary about the 
Voyager space craft. 

Wednesday 21st January, 
10pm, BBC 4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/13x3Vo7 

 
Thursday 

 

Horizon: Why can't 
we predict 
earthquakes? 

This Horizon film links perfectly into school earth science 
and geography. Ideas about predictable and chaotic 
events as well as what we can know about earthquakes. 

Thursday 22nd January, 
12am, BBC 4 or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/11sStrQ 

 

 Inside Science 
Adam Rutherford investigates the news in science and 
science in the news. 

Thurs 22nd Jan, 4:30pm & 
9pm, BBC Radio 4 or on 
iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1BcJ8uo 

 

 Science In Action Science news and highlights of the week. 
Thurs 22nd Jan, 7:32pm, Fri 
23rd Jan, 1:32pm, BBC World 
Service or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1BcJbGu 

 
Friday 

 The Food Chain 
The Food Chain examines the business, science and 
cultural significance of food, and what it takes to put 
food on your plate. 

Fri 23rd Jan, 7:32pm, BBC 
World Service or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1xaZMEl 

 

       

www.scienceteachinglibrary.co.uk 

★☆☆ Perhaps 
★★☆ Should be good 
★★★ Don’t miss it! 
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Saturday 

 5 Live Science 
The Naked Scientists have taken to 5 Live to bring us 
science news, views and breakthroughs. 

Sat 24th Jan, 5am, BBC Radio 
5 Live or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1xaZLA8 

 

 
British Isles: A 
natural history 

Alan Titchmarsh explores the effect of the end of the Ice 
Age in this 10 year old series about the many changes 
that have occurred in Britain. 

Saturday 24th January, 
10:10am, BBC 2 or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1BiwI4c 

 
Sunday 

 TED Radio Hour 
Guy Raz investigates our sense of wonder and curiosity 
about our place in the universe. 

Sun 25th Jan, 11am and 7pm, 
BBC Radio 4 Extra or on 
iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1BcJ5Pk 

 

 Naked Scientists 
The Naked Scientists spend time answering questions 
from everyday chemistry to quantum physics. 

Sun 25th Jan, 6pm, BBC Radio 
Cambridgeshire or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1BcJbGF 

 
 

Pick of Last Week 
 
What is the programme 
called? 

Why is it so good? Where can I see it? Who will it 
interest? 

More information? 

 

What's The Right 
Diet For You? A 
Horizon Special 

A 3 part Horizon special following a study of 75 dieters 
split into 3 groups. Each group is put on a specific diet 
that is tailored to counteract the main reason they put on 
weight. Will this new approach to dieting be more 
effective? 

on iPlayer 
Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1Ig77JS 

 

 

Recommended podcasts and videos 
 
What is it called? Why is it so good? Who will it interest? More information?  

 
Science Weekly with Alok Jha 

A whole range of science & technology is explored in this podcast from 
the Guardian. 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans http://bit.ly/YjZzfz 

 

 
Science in Action New developments in science from around the world from the BBC. Any enthusiastic 

podcast fans 
http://bbc.in/VUMQ7E 

 

 
The Naked Scientists 

A podcast from the live Naked Scientists radio show – laying science 
bare, answering questions and interviewing top scientists 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans http://bit.ly/WdpFnZ 

 

 
How Stuff Works – Stuff You 
Should Know 

A podcast (which isn’t always science but is very good anyway) packed 
with stuff you should know about. 

GCSE & A level 
scientists 

http://bit.ly/Zsz6AW 
 

 
Hello Internet FM 

A podcast from two Youtubers – Brady Haran, producer of Periodic 
Videos, Numberphile etc and CGPGrey. They talk about everything 
from education to science to movies to email etiquette. Brilliant. 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans http://bit.ly/1yloN59 

 

 
Let’s Talk about Tech 

A round up of the latest science and technology news from the Radio 5 
Live programme: Saturday Edition 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans http://bbc.in/19sqKtS 

 

 
Plants: From Roots to Riches 

A brief history of botanical science and our changing relationship with 
plants, drawing upon the archive collections and scientific research at 
the Royal Botanical Gardens Kew. (25 episodes and growing) 

GCSE and A Level 
biologists 

http://bbc.in/1tDgpvY 

 

 

Royal Institution Christmas 
Lectures 2014 - Sparks Will Fly: 
How to Hack Your Home 

Learn to hack your home and take control of the devices in your life. 
Anything is possible. With Professor Danielle George 

Computer Scientists 
and Future Engineers 

http://bit.ly/1Gf3wOA 

 

 
The Electric Sausage Michael de Podesta shows us that even a sausage will be attracted by 

electric charge. 
GCSE Physicists http://bit.ly/1IXLNao 

 

 
Why science is NOT 'Just a 
Theory' 

Have you ever heard ‘evolution’ dismissed as ‘just a theory’? Is a 
scientific theory no different to the theory that Elvis is still alive? Jim 
Al-Khalili puts the record straight. 

Everybody http://bit.ly/1IXMq3Q 
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