
 

Science TV and Radio Guide 
Week beginning: 26th January 2015 

 
What is the 
programme called? 

Why is it so good? When is it on? Who will it 
interest? 

More information? 

Monday 

 Brainwaves 
Professor Karen Vousden, Director of Cancer Research UK 
discusses her work. 

Mon 26th Jan, 1:32pm, BBC 
Radio Scotland or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1wwKs3v 

 

 The Food Chain 
The Food Chain explores what our food is packaged in and 
why. 

Mon 26th Jan, 1:32pm, BBC 
World Service or on iPlayer 

Future food 
scientists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1xaZMEl 

 

 Cosmic Quest 
Astronomer Heather Couper charts the history of our 
growing understanding of the universe and the progress of 
astronomy. 

Mon 26th - Fri 30th Jan, 
2:15pm & 12:15am, BBC Radio 
4 Extra or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/14lzAgS 

 

 
The Infinite 
Monkey Cage 

Brian Cox and Robin Ince are joined on stage by naturalist 
Steve Backshall, zoologist Lucy Cooke and comedian Andy 
Hamilton as they battle it out to decide which creature wins 
the title of earth's most deadly. 

Mon 26th Jan, 4:30pm, Tues 
27th Jan, 11pm, BBC Radio 4 
or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1Bbcm7O 

 

 Discovery 
Jim Al-Khalili meets Maggie Boden, a world expert on 
Artificial Intelligence. 

Mon 26th Jan, 7:32pm, Tues 
27th Jan, 1:32pm, BBC World 
Service or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1uu1n7a 

 

 
The Treasure 
Hunters 

Ellie Harrison and Dallas Campbell journey around the globe 
on the ultimate treasure hunt. 

Mon 26th Jan, 8pm, BBC 4 or 
on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1q8sbXS 

 

 Shared Planet 
A panel of experts from different disciplines choose an 
object they feel represents our relationship with nature. 

Mon 26th Jan, 9pm, BBC 
Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1xaZKwc 

 

 
Horizon: Why 
do we dream? 

An investigation into the science behind dreams, using a 
series of cutting-edge experiments and personal stories. 

Mon 26th Jan, 11:15pm, BBC 4 
or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Psychologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1uu1jnQ 

 
Tuesday 

 

Kate Humble: 
Into the 
Volcano 

Kate Humble joins a team of geologists on an awe-inspiring 
adventure to Ambrym in the Vanuatu island chain. 

Tues 27th Jan, 9:05am, BBC 2 
or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Geologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1wwKngk 

 

 
The Human 
Zoo 

The Human Zoo is a place to learn about the one subject 
that never fails to fascinate - ourselves. 

Tues 27th Jan, 3:30pm, BBC 
Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Information 
Technologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1BbckNn 

 

 Science Cafe 
Adam Walton serves up another slice of Welsh science and 
technology. 

Tues 27th Jan, 6:30pm, Sun 
1st Feb, 6:30am, BBC Radio 
Wales or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1uu1n7e 

 

 

Horizon: Do 
you know what 
time it is? 

What time is it?' is a simple question and it sounds like it has 
a simple answer. But do we really know what it is that we're 
asking? 

Tues 27th Jan, 12pm, BBC 4 or 
on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1Bbcft6 

 
Wednesday 

 

Could we 
survive a 
mega-tsunami? 

Hollywood-style graphics and real-life archive bring home an 
imagined near-future scenario, all based on cutting-edge 
science. 

Wed 28th Jan, 9pm, BBC 4 or 
on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Geographers or 
Environmental 
Scientists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/ZRAYzj 

 

 

Horizon: Why 
are thin people 
not fat? 

At the centre of this programme is a controversial 
overeating experiment that aims to identify exactly what it is 
about some people that makes it hard for them to bulk up. 

Wed 28th Jan, 11:20pm, BBC 4 
or on iPlayer 

Future food 
scientists and 
psychologists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1wwKpoy 

 

Thursday 

 Inside Science 
Adam Rutherford investigates the news in science and 
science in the news. 

Thurs 29th Jan, 4:30 & 9pm, 
BBC Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1uu1n7e 

 

 
Science In 
Action 

Science news and highlights of the week. 
Thurs 29th Jan, 7:32pm, BBC 
World Service or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1uu1mjv 

 

 
Attenborough's 
Paradise Birds 

In this very personal film, Sir David Attenborough uncovers 
the remarkable story of how these 'birds from paradise' have 
captivated explorers, naturalists, artists, film-makers and 
even royalty. 

Thurs 29th Jan, 8pm, Sat 31st 
Jan, 7:30pm, BBC 2 (Except 
Scotland) or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1uu1lw0 

 

www.scienceteachinglibrary.co.uk 

★☆☆ Perhaps 
★★☆ Should be good 
★★★ Don’t miss it! 
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The Epic of 
Everest 

A remarkable film record of the legendary Everest expedition 
of 1924, newly restored by the BFI National Archive. 

Thurs 29th Jan, 10pm, BBC 4 
or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1wwKqJ7 

 
Friday 

 

Horizon: The 
secret life of 
your bodyclock 

Horizon ask questions about peoples' body clocks, including 
why teenagers struggle to get out of bed in the morning!1 

Fri 30th Jan, 0:25am, BBC 4 or 
on iPlayer 

A Level 
Psychologists & 
Biologists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1uu1jEv 

 

 The Food Chain 
The Food Chain examines the business, science and cultural 
significance of food, and what it takes to put food on your 
plate. 

Fri 30th Jan, 7:32pm, BBC 
World Service or on iPlayer 

Future food 
scientists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1wwKuIL 

 

Saturday 

 5 Live Science 
Put on some safety goggles as Naked Scientists Chris Smith 
and Kat Arney ignite your Bunsen burners with the hottest 
science news stories, analysis and breakthroughs. 

Sat 31st Jan, 5am, BBC Radio 
5 Live or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1uu1nE2 

 
Sunday 

 

Nature's 
Boldest 
Thieves 

Lucy Cooke sets out to explore the phenomenon of seagulls, 
foxes, squirrels and badgers which are now living in our 
towns and stealing our food. 

Sun 1st Feb, 4:25pm, BBC 2 
Wales or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1wwKt7L 

 

 
Animals in 
Love 

Liz Bonnin sets out to explore the complex and diverse 
relationships that animals have and asks whether animals 
love. 

Sun 1st Feb, 6pm (7pm 
Northern Ireland), BBC 1 (BBC 
2 Wales & Northern Ireland) or 
on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1BbcggH 

 

 
Naked 
Scientists 

The Naked Scientists spend time answering questions from 
everyday chemistry to quantum physics. 

Sun 1st Feb, 6pm, BBC Radio 
Cambridgeshire or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1uu1mA7 

 
 

 
Recommended podcasts and videos 

 
What is it called? Why is it so good? Who will it interest? More information?  

 
Science Weekly with Alok Jha A whole range of science & technology is explored in this podcast from 

the Guardian. 
Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans http://bit.ly/YjZzfz 

 

 
Science in Action New developments in science from around the world from the BBC. 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans http://bbc.in/VUMQ7E 

 

 
The Naked Scientists A podcast from the live Naked Scientists radio show – laying science 

bare, answering questions and interviewing top scientists 
Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans 

http://bit.ly/WdpFnZ 
 

 
How Stuff Works – Stuff You 
Should Know 

A podcast (which isn’t always science but is very good anyway) packed 
with stuff you should know about. 

GCSE & A level 
scientists http://bit.ly/Zsz6AW 

 

 
Hello Internet FM 

A podcast from two Youtubers – Brady Haran, producer of Periodic 
Videos, Numberphile etc and CGPGrey. They talk about everything 
from education to science to movies to email etiquette. Brilliant. 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans 

http://bit.ly/1yloN59 
 

 
Let’s Talk about Tech A round up of the latest science and technology news from the Radio 5 

Live programme: Saturday Edition 
Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans 

http://bbc.in/19sqKtS 
 

 
Plants: From Roots to Riches 

A brief history of botanical science and our changing relationship with 
plants, drawing upon the archive collections and scientific research at 
the Royal Botanical Gardens Kew. (25 episodes and growing) 

GCSE and A Level 
biologists http://bbc.in/1tDgpvY 

 

 

Royal Institution Christmas 
Lectures 2014 - Sparks Will Fly: 
How to Hack Your Home 

Learn to hack your home and take control of the devices in your life. 
Anything is possible. With Professor Danielle George 

Computer Scientists 
and Future Engineers http://bit.ly/1Gf3wOA 

 

 
The Electric Sausage 

Michael de Podesta shows us that even a sausage will be attracted by 
electric charge. GCSE Physicists http://bit.ly/1IXLNao 

 

 
Why science is NOT 'Just a 
Theory' 

Have you ever heard ‘evolution’ dismissed as ‘just a theory’? Is a 
scientific theory no different to the theory that Elvis is still alive? Jim 
Al-Khalili puts the record straight. 

Everybody http://bit.ly/1IXMq3Q 
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