
 

Science TV and Radio Guide 
Week beginning: 9th February 2015 

 
What is the 
programme called? 

Why is it so good? When is it on? Who will it 
interest? 

More information? 

Monday 

 Brainwaves 

It's tempting to draw lots of parallels between us and our 
closest relatives in the primate world but the bottom line is 
that whilst we humans have evolved over the centuries, 
monkeys and chimpanzees haven't. 

Mon 10th Feb, 1:32pm, BBC 
Radio Scotland or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Psychologists 
and 
Anthropologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1KxS2Ew 

 

 Cosmic Quest 
Astronomer Heather Couper charts the history of our 
growing understanding of the universe and the progress of 
astronomy. 

Mon 9th - Fri 13th Feb, 
2:15pm & 12:15am, BBC Radio 
4 Extra or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1A7Gc0Y 

 

 
The Infinite 
Monkey Cage 

The Monkeys are looking at why quantum physics, in 
particular, seems to attract some of the more fringe 
elements of pseudoscience and alternative medicine. 

Mon 9th Feb, 4:30pm, Tues 
10th Feb, 11pm, BBC Radio 4 
or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1Da097W 

 

 Discovery 

Pamela Rutherford explores our neglected sense of smell. 
How is the brain able to detect and tell apart the countless 
number of smells it comes across and what happens when 
the system goes wrong? 

Mon 9th Feb, 7:32pm, Tues 
10th Feb, 1:32pm, BBC World 
Service or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1Da01oX 

 

Tuesday 

 
Wonders of the 
Solar System 

Another opportunity to see the original 'Wonders' series. 

Tues 10th Feb, 12:30am, Wed 
11th Feb, 12:25am, 11pm, Fri 
13th Feb, 12am, Sun 15th Feb, 
11:30pm, BBC 4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1zLxJik 

 

 

Horizon: 
Mission to 
Mars 

Horizon goes behind the scenes at Nasa as they count down 
to the landing of a 2.5 billion-dollar rover on the surface of 
Mars. 

Tues 10th Feb, 1:30am, BBC 4 
or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1ldG1rJ 

 

 

Nature's 
Weirdest 
Events 

Once again Nature's Weirdest Events has trawled the 
internet, raided their contact book and scoured the scientific 
world to unearth a treasure trove of bizarre and baffling 
stories. 

Tues 10th Feb, 9:05am, BBC 2 
or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1A7Fm4b 

 

 
Costing the 
Earth 

Julian Rush travels across the tropical savannah of 
Australia's 'top end' to gauge the impact of plans to 
transform the area. 

Tues 10th Feb, 3:30pm, Wed 
11th Feb, 9pm, BBC Radio 4 or 
on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Geographers 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1DaDwA5 

 

 Science Cafe 
Adam Walton serves up another slice of Welsh science and 
technology. 

Tues 10th Feb, 6:30pm, Sun 
15th Feb, 6:30am, BBC Radio 
Wales or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1A3jl8q 

 
Wednesday 

 

Horizon: What's 
the right diet 
for you? 

In a groundbreaking national experiment, Dr Chris van 
Tulleken and Professor Tanya Byron join a team of leading 
experts to put 75 overweight volunteers on diets designed to 
tackle the specific reasons why they eat too much. 

Wed 11th Feb, 9am, BBC 2 or 
on iPlayer 

Future food 
scientists and 
psychologists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1zLwWxL 

 

 

Alaska: Earth's 
Frozen 
Kingdom 

Follow a year in Alaska and reveal the stories of pioneering 
Alaskans, both animal and human, as they battle the 
elements and reap the benefits of nature's seasonal gold 
rush. 

Wed 11th Feb, 8pm, Sun 15th 
Feb, 5:15pm (4:10pm 
Scotland), BBC 4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Anthropologists 
or Geographers 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1KwZDDp 

 

 

Space Shuttle: 
The Final 
Mission 

In the last month of the space shuttle programme, Kevin 
Fong is granted extraordinary access to the astronauts and 
ground crew as they prepare for their final mission. 

Wed 11th Feb, 9pm, BBC 4 or 
on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1jW6jjz 

 

 

The Space 
Shuttle: A 
Horizon Guide 

This unique and poignant Horizon Guide brings together 
coverage from three decades of programmes to present a 
biography of the shuttle and to ask what its legacy will be. 

Wed 11th Feb, 10pm, BBC 4 or 
on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1sIai3l 

 
Thursday 

 

The Fantastical 
World of 
Hormones 

Hormones shape each and every one of us, affecting almost 
every aspect of our lives - our height, our weight, our 
appetites, how we grow and reproduce, and even how we 
behave and feel. 

Thurs 12th Feb, 12am, BBC 4 
or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1hmuUtB 

 

 Inside Science 
Adam Rutherford investigates the news in science and 
science in the news. 

Thurs 12th Feb, 4:30 & 9pm, 
BBC Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1DaDyrJ 

 

 
Science In 
Action 

The BBC brings you all the week's science news. 
Thurs 12th Feb, 7:32pm, Fri 
13th Feb, 1:32pm, BBC World 
Service or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1A3jloS 

 

 
Horizon: 
Asteroids 

Famed for their ability to inflict Armageddon from outer 
space, asteroids are now revealing the secrets of how they 
are responsible for both life and death on our planet. 

Thurs 12th Feb, 8pm, BBC 4 or 
on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1bxd5o6 

 

www.scienceteachinglibrary.co.uk 

★☆☆ Perhaps 
★★☆ Should be good 
★★★ Don’t miss it! 
 

@ScienceTVRadio 
(follow for reminders) 
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Friday 
       
Saturday 

 5 Live Science 
The Naked Scientists have taken to 5 Live to bring us 
science news, views and breakthroughs. 

Sat 14th Feb, 5am, BBC Radio 
5 Live or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1EQRJnS 

 

 
British Isles: a 
natural history 

Alan Tichmarsh explores how the rocks and minerals 
beneath our feet helped build an empire. 

Sat 14th Feb, 9:10am, BBC 2 
or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Geologists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1KwYHic 

 

 
The Wonder of 
Animals 

Chris Packham explores the adaptations that have allowed 
bears to thrive. 

Sat 14th Feb, 5:20pm, BBC 2 
or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1zLxVy3 

 

 
Unnatural 
Histories 

A new look at ancient man's influence on the Amazon. 
Sat 14th Feb, 7pm, BBC 4 or 
on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/180XJw2 

 

 
How we got to 
now 

Innovation expert Steven Johnson traces the surprising 
journey from dirty to clean in our lives. 

Sat 14th Feb, 7:35pm (8:05pm 
Scotland), BBC 2 or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1A7G6GC 

 

 
Horizon: Solar 
Storms 

There is a new kind of weather to worry about, and it comes 
from our nearest star. 

Sat 14th Feb, 11:10pm, BBC 4 
or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1jW3fnD 

 
Sunday 

 

Horizon: 
Swallowed by a 
Black Hole 

Horizon explores whether it's possible to see a feeding black 
hole in action. 

Sun 15th Feb, 12:10am, BBC 4 
or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/11U7Zw7 

 

 TED Radio Hour 
Guy Raz investigates how we can tell the differences 
between the real and the created value of things. 

Sun 15th Feb, 11am & 7pm, 
BBC Radio 4 Extra or on 
iPlayer 

A Level 
Psychologists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1A3jmsR 

 

 
The Science 
Hour 

Science news and highlights of the week. 
Sun 15th Feb, 2:05pm, BBC 
World Service or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1EQRJo8 

 

 
Naked 
Scientists 

The Naked Scientists spend time answering questions from 
everyday chemistry to quantum physics. 

Sun 15th Feb, 6pm, BBC Radio 
Cambridgeshire or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1EQRGIW 

 

 
Wild: Robins of 
Eden 

Two short programmes on birds living in unusual places in 
the UK. 

Sun 15th Feb, 7:40 & 7:50pm, 
BBC 4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1Da01oO 

 

 
Recommended podcasts and videos 

 
What is it called? Why is it so good? Who will it interest? More information?  

 
Science Weekly with Alok Jha A whole range of science & technology is explored in this podcast from 

the Guardian. 
Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans 

http://bit.ly/YjZzfz 
 

 
Science in Action New developments in science from around the world from the BBC. 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans http://bbc.in/VUMQ7E 

 

 
The Naked Scientists A podcast from the live Naked Scientists radio show – laying science 

bare, answering questions and interviewing top scientists 
Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans 

http://bit.ly/WdpFnZ 
 

 
How Stuff Works – Stuff You 
Should Know 

A podcast (which isn’t always science but is very good anyway) packed 
with stuff you should know about. 

GCSE & A level 
scientists http://bit.ly/Zsz6AW 

 

 
Hello Internet FM 

A podcast from two Youtubers – Brady Haran, producer of Periodic 
Videos, Numberphile etc and CGPGrey. They talk about everything 
from education to science to movies to email etiquette. Brilliant. 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans http://bit.ly/1yloN59 

 

 
Let’s Talk about Tech A round up of the latest science and technology news from the Radio 5 

Live programme: Saturday Edition 
Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans 

http://bbc.in/19sqKtS 
 

 
Plants: From Roots to Riches 

A brief history of botanical science and our changing relationship with 
plants, drawing upon the archive collections and scientific research at 
the Royal Botanical Gardens Kew. (25 episodes and growing) 

GCSE and A Level 
biologists http://bbc.in/1tDgpvY 

 

 
Riding Light 

This beautifully realised video takes us (in real time) on a journey from 
the sun out through the solar system at the speed of light (stopping 40 
mins later just past Jupiter). 

Physicists http://bit.ly/1A7KMfM 
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