
 

Science TV and Radio Guide 
Week beginning: 23rd February 2015 

 
What is the programme 
called? 

Why is it so good? When is it on? Who will it 
interest? 

More information? 

Monday 

 Brainwaves 
Prof Stuart Cunningham talks to presenter Pennie Latin 
about sea gliders, sailing around the west coast of 
Scotland, ocean currents and climate change. 

Mon 23rd Feb, 1:32pm, BBC 
Radio Scotland or on iPlayer 

Future 
oceanographers 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1Azlk1g 

 

 Cosmic Quest 
Heather Couper presents a narrative history of 
astronomy. 

Mon 23rd - Fri 27th Feb, 
2:15pm (and at 12:15am), BBC 
Radio 4 Extra or on iPlayer 

GCSE Physicists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1GiXFnA 

 

 Africa 
David Attenborough takes a breathtaking journey 
through the vast and diverse continent of Africa as it has 
never been seen before. 

Mon 23 - Fri 27th Feb, 2:45pm 
(some regional variation), BBC 
2 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/142Jd2c 

 

 
The Infinite 
Monkey Cage 

Brian Cox and Robin Ince are joined on stage by 
comedian Lee Mack, science author and journalist Simon 
Singh and chemist Professor Andrea Sella to look at how 
many of our biggest science discoveries seem to have 
come about by accident. 

Mon 23rd Feb, 4:30pm, Tues 
24th Feb, 11pm, BBC Radio 4 
or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1Azlkyb 

 

 Discovery Explorations in the world of science. 
Mon 23rd Feb, 7:32pm, Tues 
24th Feb, 1:32pm, BBC World 
Service or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1Azlkyp 

 

 Natural World 

David Johnson travels to the Mesopotamian marshes to 
follow the work of Azzam Alwash, the visionary Iraqi 
engineer at the centre of this extraordinary scheme to re-
flood hundreds of miles of desert and bring back life to 
the sands. 

Mon 23rd Feb, 8pm & 
midnight, BBC 4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1GiXhFT 

 

 
Helen Keen's It Is 
Rocket Science 

Helen Keen, Peter Serafinowicz and Susy Kane star in 
this funny, off-beat but factually accurate account of the 
science of rockets and the brilliant but occasionally 
warped brains behind it all. 

Mon 23rd Feb, 11:45pm, Tues 
24th Feb, 9:45am, BBC Radio 
4 Extra or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1AzllSP 

 

Tuesday 

 
Nature's Weirdest 
Events 

Once again Nature's Weirdest Events has trawled the 
internet, raided their contact book and scoured the 
scientific world to unearth a treasure trove of bizarre and 
baffling stories. 

Tues 24th Feb, 9:05am, BBC 2 
or on iPlayer 

KS3 Scientists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1AzkQbp 

 

 Costing the Earth 
Bristol has been named as Europe's Green Capital for 
2015. Tom Heap finds out if local people will see real 
improvements in their city. 

Tues 24th Feb, 3:30pm, Wed 
25th Feb, 9pm, BBC Radio 4 or 
on iPlayer 

Bristolians and 
future 
Environmental 
Scientists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1z9pLw3 

 

 Science Cafe 
Adam Walton serves up another slice of Welsh science 
and technology. 

Tues 24th Feb, 6:30pm, Sun 
1st March, 6:30am, BBC Radio 
Wales or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1GiXGrT 

 

 Natural World 
A new series of Natural World starts with David 
Attenborough exploring the story of a family of leopards 
in Botswana. 

Tues 24th Feb, 8pm, Sat 28th 
Feb, 3:30pm (4:05pm Wales), 
BBC 2 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1z9pCst 

 

 

Cosmonauts: How 
Russia Won the 
Space Race 

This remarkable feature-length documentary combines 
rare and unseen archive footage with interviews with the 
surviving cosmonauts to tell the fascinating and at times 
terrifying story of how the Russians led us into the space 
age. 

Tues 24th Feb, 10pm, BBC 4 or 
on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1GiXhW8 

 

 Natural World 

Jungle tigers are turning into man-eaters in the exotic 
island of Sumatra. Now a maverick millionaire is 
catching the killers and releasing them on his land. Is 
this madness, or could it save them from extinction? 

Tues 24th Feb, 11pm, BBC 4 or 
on iPlayer 

GGSE Biologists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/11BhCDR 

 

Wednesday 

 

Horizon: What's 
the right diet for 
you? 

Dr Chris van Tulleken and Prof Tanya Byron team up with 
scientists from Oxford and Cambridge universities to see 
if they can help 75 overweight members of the public win 
their battle with weight loss. 

Wed 25th Feb, 9am, BBC 2 or 
on iPlayer 

Future food 
scientists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1AzkQs0 

 

 

Horizon: Are We 
Alone in the 
Universe? 

Horizon explores this fascinating question in this repeat 
from 2007. 

Wed 25th Feb, 10:30pm, BBC 4 
or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Astrobiologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1AzkSA2 

 

 

The Search for 
Life: The Drake 
Equation 

For many years our place in the universe was the subject 
of theologians and philosophers, not scientists, but in 
1960 one man changed all that. 

Wed 25th Feb, 11:20pm, BBC 4 
or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1sIaH5I 

 

www.scienceteachinglibrary.co.uk 

★☆☆ Perhaps 
★★☆ Should be good 
★★★ Don’t miss it! 
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Thursday 

 Inside Science 
Adam Rutherford investigates the news in science and 
science in the news. 

Thurs 26th Feb, 4:30 & 9pm, 
BBC Radio 4 or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1z9pKrO 

 

 The Sky at Night 
In this Sky at Night special, the team delves into the 
mysterious world of UFOs. 

Thurs 26th Feb, 7:30pm, BBC 
4 or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Physicists 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/18G1kRk 

 

 Science In Action The BBC brings you all the week's science news. 
Thurs 26th Feb, 7:32pm, Fri 
27th Feb, 1:32pm, BBC World 
Service or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1AzlmGl 

 

 

Pain, Pus and 
Poison: The 
Search for Modern 
Medicine 

Dr Michael Mosley explores our earliest attempts to 
tackle infection and reveals the moment we began to 
harness the power of microbes to fight back. 

Thurs 26th Feb, 8pm & 
midnight, BBC 4 or on iPlayer 

Future medics 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/19sse7C 

 

Friday 

 The Food Chain 
The Food Chain examines the business, science and 
cultural significance of food, and what it takes to put 
food on your plate. 

Fri 27th Feb, 7:32pm, BBC 
World Service or on iPlayer 

Future food 
scientists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1z9pLMz 

 
Saturday 

 5 Live Science 
The Naked Scientists have taken to 5 Live to bring us 
science news, views and breakthroughs. 

Sat 28th Feb, 5am, BBC Radio 
5 Live or on iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1AzlndA 

 

 
The Nature of 
Britain 

Alan Titchmarsh travels the length of the British Isles, 
looking at what makes our wildlife so special. 

Sat 28th Feb, 11:10am, BBC 2 
or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1AzkTny 

 

 
The Wonder of 
Animals 

Chris Packham explores the ingenious ways in which 
ants have collaborated to achieve their global success. 

Sat 28th Feb, 5:30pm, BBC 4 
or on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1sTdGti 

 

 
The Secret Life of 
Elephants 

First in a series of three programmes revealing the 
emotional and dramatic lives of elephants in Kenya's 
Samburu reserve. 

Sat 28th Feb, 7pm, BBC 4 or 
on iPlayer 

Any enthusiastic 
Biologists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1GiXCIv 

 

 How we got to now 
Innovation expert Steven Johnson traces the unsung 
heroes of cold, like the doctor who was desperate to beat 
fever and created a refrigerator. 

Sat 28th Feb, 7:45pm, BBC 2 
or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★★☆ 

http://bbc.in/1AzlhCJ 

 

 The Why Factor 
The extraordinary and hidden histories behind everyday 
objects and actions 

Sat 28th Feb, 2:32pm, BBC 
World Service or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1z9pKrY 

 
Sunday 

 The Science Hour Science news and highlights of the week. 
Sun 1st March, 2:05pm, BBC 
World Service or on iPlayer 

A Level 
Scientists 
★☆☆ 

http://bbc.in/1z9pMjr 

 

 Naked Scientists 
The Naked Scientists spend time answering questions 
from everyday chemistry to quantum physics. 

Sun 1st March, 6pm, BBC 
Radio Cambridgeshire or on 
iPlayer 

Anybody 
★★★ 

http://bbc.in/1GiXIjk 

 

 
Recommended podcasts and videos 

 
What is it called? Why is it so good? Who will it interest? More information?  

 
Science Weekly A whole range of science & technology is explored in this podcast from 

the Guardian. 
Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans 

http://bit.ly/YjZzfz 
 

 
The Naked Scientists A podcast from the live Naked Scientists radio show – laying science 

bare, answering questions and interviewing top scientists 
Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans 

http://bit.ly/WdpFnZ 
 

 
How Stuff Works – Stuff You 
Should Know 

A podcast (which isn’t always science but is very good anyway) packed 
with stuff you should know about. 

GCSE & A level 
scientists http://bit.ly/Zsz6AW 

 

 
Hello Internet FM 

A podcast from two Youtubers – Brady Haran, producer of Periodic 
Videos, Numberphile etc and CGPGrey. They talk about everything 
from education to science to movies to email etiquette. 

Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans 

http://bit.ly/1yloN59 
 

 
Let’s Talk about Tech A round up of the latest science and technology news from the Radio 5 

Live programme: Saturday Edition 
Any enthusiastic 
podcast fans 

http://bbc.in/19sqKtS 
 

 
Plants: From Roots to Riches 

A brief history of botanical science and our changing relationship with 
plants, drawing upon the archive collections and scientific research at 
the Royal Botanical Gardens Kew. (25 episodes and growing) 

GCSE and A Level 
biologists 

http://bbc.in/1tDgpvY 

 
 

http://bbc.in/1z9pKrO
http://bbc.in/18G1kRk
http://bbc.in/1AzlmGl
http://bbc.in/19sse7C
http://bbc.in/1z9pLMz
http://bbc.in/1AzlndA
http://bbc.in/1AzkTny
http://bbc.in/1sTdGti
http://bbc.in/1GiXCIv
http://bbc.in/1AzlhCJ
http://bbc.in/1z9pKrY
http://bbc.in/1z9pMjr
http://bbc.in/1GiXIjk
http://bit.ly/YjZzfz
http://bit.ly/WdpFnZ
http://bit.ly/Zsz6AW
http://bbc.in/1z9pKrO
http://bbc.in/18G1kRk
http://bbc.in/1AzlmGl
http://bbc.in/19sse7C
http://bbc.in/1z9pLMz
http://bbc.in/1AzlndA
http://bbc.in/1AzkTny
http://bbc.in/1sTdGti
http://bbc.in/1GiXCIv
http://bbc.in/1AzlhCJ
http://bbc.in/1z9pKrY
http://bbc.in/1z9pMjr
http://bbc.in/1GiXIjk

